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We created eco+historical
hames to remake historic
houses using healthy,
sustainable and innowative
building technigues and
materials. Gur goal is to move
our homes towards having a
near-zero carbon footprint
while honoring their heritage
and enhancing them for
contempaorary famiby life.
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Solar Roofs that Don’t Stand Out
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While it’s easy to love what Solar photovoltaic roofs offer us in terms of
clean and natural energy from the sun, it’s also easy to see that most solar
panels are just not a very attractive architectural characteristic once those
huge panels are mounted on the roof of your architecturally-authentic
historic home.

Definitely not the way to keep a historic home looking historic.

There are, however, some options coming along that can help historic
home owners go solar and yet keep the design integrity of their homes.
Two large photovoltaic technology providers, Uni-Solar and Dow Solar, have
developed roofing shingles with embedded photovoltaic panels that can be
nailed into a roof alongside regular asphalt shingles to create a roof that
looks much more standard than one with large panel structures on top yet
generates power to run the home.

UNI-SOLAR’S POWERSHINGLE

and DOW SOLAR’S POWERHOUSE both offer what’s known as Building-
Integrated PhotoVoltaic (BIPV) power to homes. Granted that the Dow
photo may have been poorly chosen since that house uses brown roofing
shingles to go with the black PV shingles, but Uni-Solar seemed to have
better understood the key benefit of their product...



